In Times Of Need

A great reward will be given to those who have been persecuted for the sake of Christ, rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. (Matt. 5:12)  some of us feel we are being persecuted when another person says derogatory about us, or mocks us for our faith. We know very little of persecution in America, but if it should come, we have this promise to claim

Every one of the writers of the New Testament was horribly persecuted: Matthew was beheaded. Mark was dragged through the streets of Alexandria by a team of wild horses until he died. John was banished to the remote island of Patmos to spend his old age in isolation and hardships. When he was released from Patmos after writing the book of Revelation, he died in Ephesus. Paul was beheaded, Peter and James were crucified and James was battered to death with a club. These men didn’t have elaborate funerals with satin-lined caskets, but the rewards of those who suffer for his names sake surpass the 21gun salute given for fallen heroes. 

A spiritual relationship heavy on emotion but light on facts falters in a valley. Believers must know how scripture applies to life. Unless you have a belief system that can withstand pressure, pain and criticism, you are at risk. Start building your biblical foundation so it will help you In Times Of Need.

